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27th May 2010

| am writing to you today to highlight our commitment in the coalition agreements where

we very clearly set out our intention to rapidly abolish Regional Strategies and return

decision making powers on housing and planning to local councils. Consequently,

decisions on housing supply (including the provision of travellers sites) will rest with Local

Planning Authorities without the framework of regional numbers and plans.

| will make a formal announcement on this matter soon. However, | expect Local Planning

Authorities and the Planning Inspectorate to have regard to this letter as a material

planning consideration in any decisions they are currently taking.
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